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G A R D E N  C I T Y   M I D D L E  S C H O O L  N E W S  

                                                                                                        May 2003 

 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.     -- Proverbs 22:6 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I trust this newsletter finds you and your family well.  
 
An ancient Chinese curse reads, “May you live in interesting times.”  
Open a newspaper, turn on a television, and it’s quite clear that we 
do live in an “interesting” time, a time full of uncertainty.  Yet, in spite 
of our uncertainty, we need to present to our children a sense of 
safety.  Our children rely on us for comfort, for context, and for 
meaning in a world that is at times frightening.  So, what can we do? 
 
First, we need to reassure our children that we, the adults in their 
lives, will protect them.  Our children look to us to provide them with 
this critical sense of safety.   
 
Second, we need to serve as role models for our children – we must 
exhibit courage as we face challenges.   Remember, our actions 
often speak more loudly than our words. 
 
Third, we need to speak with our kids when disturbing events occur.  
We need to reassure them, to express to them our confidence that all 
will ultimately be fine.        
 
This includes placing today’s events within historical context.  For 
example, within our parents’ lifetimes, our nation prevailed over the 
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Great Depression, fascism, communism, the Cold War, and several 
military conflicts.  We need to present to our children that the 
challenges we face today are no more daunting than the threats we 
successfully overcame in our past.   
 
As adults, we remember our own childhoods with “fall-out shelters” 
stocked with saltine crackers and barrels of canned water – yet, we 
overcame our fear since we truly believed that the adults in our lives 
would always protect us.  This is as true today as it was then.  We 
must make sure that our kids believe this, even if there are times 
when we may not.    
 
When my children ask me about terrorism, I tell them that our 
government is working to ensure that we are safe.  I tell them to 
better ensure our families’ health and safety, we need to watch our 
diet, not smoke, drive safely, wear a seatbelt, exercise regularly, and 
even avoid using the phone during thunderstorms.  The truth is that 
we are in far greater danger from illness or accidental injury than we 
are from a terrorist attack.    
 
This is the true context that we need to provide for our children at 
home and in school.  While we must prepare for possible future 
dangers, we remain fully confident in our ability to overcome any 
challenge.  This is the legacy of America, and the “training up” of our 
children that will serve them best within these and future “interesting 
times.”   
 
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff 
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Update: 
 
Check our new and improved Home on the Web: 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 
 
As part of our ongoing effort to improve communication between 
school and home, please regularly check our Web page.  We have 
enhanced several features and many changes are planned for the 
near future.   
 
For example, our home page now opens with our school’s daily 
announcements, calendar reminders and updates.   The club link now 
provides updates on club and intramural schedules.    
 
Our Guidance Department link opens with dates to know, testing 
schedules, forms for parent use (in case you lost the one sent home), 
copies of prior mailings, scheduling information, useful links, etc.   
 
For homework assignments, go to our home page, click 
“Departments,” click a department, (math, English, etc.) then click on 
your child’s teacher’s name.   A calendar will open with the 
assignments.   
 
Our “Daily Announcements” on the Web page will provide you with 
the most up-to-date information on club meetings, cancellations, 
school trips, team announcements, recognition of students for 
academic awards and sports accomplishments, grade and class 
events, and all of the day-to-day activities within our school.    
 
Under our “Athletics” link, you will find (updated daily) athletic 
schedules, deadline information, award winners and a host of 
materials relating to our school’s athletic programs.     
 
Please also feel free to contact our Webmaster, our middle school’s 
librarian Jonathan Daniels (294-3079), if you have suggestions on 
improving our site.  Again, our Web pages serve as a bridge between 
school and home – please feel free to tell us how we may better 
serve your needs.   
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Please note that May 23 is a REGULAR School 
Day because a snow day was used.  
Student – Faculty Volleyball Game 

As a benefit event to raise funds for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, our school is pleased to announce that we will have a Student – 
Faculty Volleyball Game the evening of May 13th.  The students will be 
represented by the 7th grade Girls Volleyball Team.  All are invited to 
cheer on the side of their choice.   Please join the fun!  It’s for a great 
cause.   Additional information will follow. 

Middle School Calendar: 

Again, please remember that our monthly calendar is available every 
month on our Web page even if there is no newsletter for that month. 

 
Orientation for Parents 
6th into 7th Grade and 
7th into 8th Grade 
 
Tuesday, May 6, 2003 
7:30PM 
Middle School Auditorium 
 
Parents are invited to attend an orientation presentation on your 
child’s program for the upcoming school year.   
 
Grading of Next School Year’s Elective Courses: 
 
In order to encourage students to explore new courses, our new 
elective courses will not receive numerical grades or count toward 
cumulative averages.   Elective courses will be graded within a four 
tier hierarchy: 
 
Level Four –   Mastery Level (A equivalent) 
Level Three – Higher Proficiency Level (B equivalent)  
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Level Two –   Satisfactory Level (C equivalent)  
Level One –   Needs Improvement Level 
 
English, math, social studies, science, world languages, home and 
careers, technology, health, art and music will continue to receive 
numerical grades that will count for cumulative average purposes.   
Physical education classes will continue to be graded pass/fail.  All 
grades will appear on transcripts.   

Final Exams: 

Effective this school year, no one exam may count for more than 10% of 
a student’s final report card grade.   While cumulative exams help 
prepare students for the later high-stake exams (proficiency exams, 
regent exams), a 10% maximum provides a sufficient motivational 
incentive for preparative study. 

Parent Teacher Conferences: 

Next year, we will have teaming in all three grades.  Therefore, in order 
to provide parents with a holistic and comprehensive perspective on 
their child’s performance, we will schedule parent conferences with their 
child’s team (English, math, social studies, and science).   Parent-
teacher meetings with exploratory course teachers will be scheduled 
around the team meeting.   

 

LOTE Department  

Projects, projects, projects!  Is this any way to learn a second language?  
Indeed it is!  Creating and presenting projects satisfies the listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing requirements of the New York State 
Learning Standards for Languages Other Than English, or LOTE.  Used 
as components of language instruction, projects serve to enrich and 
make more relevant the units covered in the Checkpoint A curriculum. 

Seventh grade German students in the Garden City Middle School 
begin exploring their new language with a tour of Germany’s sixteen 
states and its three German-speaking neighbors:  Austria, Switzerland, 
and Lichtenstein. As part of the unit on geography, they work with a 
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partner to gather information on a country, a state or an important city.  
With that information, they become “travel agents.”  Their task is to 
create an attractive brochure and to make a presentation to the class to 
interest their fellow students in visiting their chosen destination. 

Although their knowledge of German at this point is limited, students 
begin their presentation by introducing themselves in the language.  
Then they give the name, location, ad other information about their 
subject, using new words such as Haupstadt (capital), Flusse (rivers), 
and Berge (mountains). They provide some historical background and 
show pictures of Sehenswurdigkeiten (places of interest), which make 
up part of their brochure.  Regional foods are mentioned, and unusual 
local customs.  The class evaluates each performance and, as a wrap-
up, votes for the most dynamic presentation. 

The second project assigned to seventh grade German students is the 
Freiqeit Buch (free time book).  This project offers an opportunity for 
each student to use his artistic talent as well as his new language.  After 
completing a unit on sports, hobbies, and other free time activities, 
students practice talking and writing about themselves in more detail.  
They can now tell where they live, and what they do after school, on 
weekends and during vacations.  The Freizeit Buch contains eight 
pages illustrating the activities, with a minimum of two complete 
sentences describing each activity and telling whether it is interessant, 
fantastisch, or langweilig (boring).  Once completed, the booklets are 
read to the class by their author.  Thus, students read, write, speak, and 
listen to the language. 

The project called Das Haus is a bit different.  After learning names of 
pieces of furniture and descriptive words such as bequem (comfortable), 
alt (old), neu (new), schon (nice), kaput (broken) and so on, students 
have three possibilities.  They may either create a miniature house, 
labeling rooms, or create a room with the furniture labeled.  In both 
cases, the project, which is about the size of a shoebox, is once again 
presented to the class.  The third choice involves writing a dialogue with 
a partner, in which one acts as real estate agent and the other a 
prospective buyer.  For this, they videotape a “walk-through” of a house, 
describing its rooms and special features.  Once again, there is 
speaking, writing, reading, and listening to the language.  
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With each succeeding unit of study, proficiency in the language 
improves.  From the spring semester of seventh grade through eighth 
grade, German-language projects evolve into skits.  Students choose a 
theme based on topics covered in the current unit.  Given a time frame, 
their assignment is to create a “scene” and to write an accompanying 
dialogue. In seventh grade it might be ordering food in a restaurant, 
buying clothing, or discussing classes at school.  In eighth grade, 
students might present a weather report or host a television show.  After 
the dialogue is completed and handed in, the teacher corrects it.  It is 
then returned to the students, who practice their parts and commit them 
to memory. Finally, they act out the skit using vocabulary and 
grammatical structures that they have learned.  Together with their 
classmates, they experience the language used in a realistic context. 

Second language learning becomes meaningful and relevant through its 
use in a variety of projects ranging from the simple and “hands on” to 
the more imaginative “play acting”. As facility with the language 
increases, projects provide an enriching teaching tool beyond the text 
and workbook, and allow the student to explore his new language in a 
creative and original way. 

Willkommen – Bienvenue – Bienvenidos!!  Seventh grade German, 
French, and Spanish students of Frau Dr. Hecker, Monsiuer Comiskey, 
and Senora Kramer recently took part in an international breakfast at the 
Garden City Middle School.  As both a communication and cultural 
project, each of the three early morning classes created a menu and put 
together a repas combining foods typical of the country or countries 
where their language is spoken.  The classes prepared their German, 
French and Spanish buffet with table decorations such as flags and 
labels identifying the foods as they are known zu Hause (at home). 

 

Arepas (cornbread), pan de queso (cheese bread), and pan dulce 
(sweet bread) were on the Spanish menu, along with a variety of 
cheeses and other delicacies.  The French petit dejeuner included, 
among other things, quiche lorraine (egg, cheese, and bacon pie), 
croissants, and mousse au chocolat (chocolate pudding).  Kase 
(cheeses), Aufschnitt (cold cuts), and assorted Brote (breads) were part 
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of the German Fruhstuck.  All three breakfasts included juices, hot 
chocolate, and an array of fruits.  Students, teachers, and Middle School 
administrators alike had an opportunity to learn about many different 
culinary specialties and to savor their tastes. 

Sprachfest 

As a prelude to Foreign Language Week, the talents of forty-one 
Garden City Middle School students were showcased Saturday, March 
1st , at the German-language Sprachfest held this year at Smithtown 
Middle School in St. James, New York.  Accompanied by their teacher, 
Dr. Judith Hecker, and proud parent chaperones, GC’s seventh and 
eighth graders joined over 480 students from eighteen Long Island 
schools to participate in a day-long series of competitions.  The 
Sprachfest, which is organized and implemented by the Long Island 
Chapter of the American Association of Teachers of German, is in its 
fourteenth year. 

The German language and culture are highlighted in the many 
competitions, which include cookie and cake baking, poster, T-shirt, and 
program design, as well as publications.  There are vocal and 
instrumental performances of German, Austrian, or Swiss composers, 
as well as spelling, vocabulary, and geography bees, and German 
language Scrabble.  The German language is also heard in skits, poetry 
recitation, and in the final contests – the Junior and Senior Culture 
bowls. 

Garden City once again came home with a huge portion of the prizes.  
Our seventh grade winners are:  Lynn Diana and Gerard Hugel, first and 
second prize, respectively, in Geography; Gerard Hugel, Johnny 
Mortensen, Jake Sprotte, and Andrew Zariello, third prize in Junior 
Scrabble; Courtney Alford, K. C. Alvey, Erica Derlath, Caitlin Ialenti, and 
vocalist Caitlin Crowley, second prize for their performance of the 
“Prayer Song” from Humperdinck’s opera Hansel und Gretel.  Our 
master bakers are Lisa Glover, who won third prize for her Golden Bunt 
cake, and Caitlin Ialenti, who took first prize for her Linzer Torten.  

The eighth grade did a super job as well.  Our Junior Culture Bowl team, 
made up of Katie Allen, Evan Crowley, Ryan Jenal, and Edward 
Keenan, supported by Nate Furey and Willi Pauley, took first prize.  This 



 9

was a competition where all team members had to memorize 250 
geographical, historical, cultural, and political facts about Germany, 
Austria, and Switzerland.  Jared Schroder won Honorable Mention in the 
Vocabulary Bee.  Matt Colantonio and Robert Walters were awarded 
third prize for their outstanding gingerbread house, and in cake baking, 
Bryan Hunt and Steve Calabro won first prize for their Mocha Nut cake, 
and Willi Pauley, second prize for his Schwarzwalder kirschtorte.  The 
poster entitled “Wenn die Katze fort ist tanzen die Mause” by Lauren 
Auwarter and Meredith Mazzari won third prize.  Congratulations to all!   

Many thanks to our parent chaperones Mrs. Crowley, Mrs. Glover, Mrs. 
Johansen, Mrs. Leone, Mrs Pauley, and Mrs. Sprotte for their help in 
transporting baked goods, and for their support.  Thanks, too, to Mrs. 
Madden and Dr. Colantonio for the terrific photos! 

BRAVE (Bully Reduction/Anti-Violence Education) 

In order to create a positive peer culture within the Middle School, our 
school community has recognized the need to address bullying and 
hurtful behavior within our school.  As part of this effort, BRAVE (Bully 
Reduction/Anti-Violence Education) has been instituted into our 6th 
grade program.    Ms. Julia Milone a 6th and 7th grade health teacher at 
the Middle School, and Mrs. Janet Dougherty a 6th grade special 
education teacher recently collaborated on a project entitled “Recipe for 
Friendship” – it included the following activities: 

• Brainstorming the importance of reducing bullying and 
harassment in our school. 

• Producing a Recipe for Friendship Booklet that contains 
suggestions for dealing with Bullying.  

• Baking cakes and cookies that express messages of friendship. 

This integrated team effort helped to educate our students while 
encouraging them to be effective problem solvers.  As a result of the 
assignment, Ms. Milone and Mrs. Dougherty feel confident that students 
will experience less teasing, social isolation, property damage, and 
overall aggression. 
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Spanish TV Programs at Garden City Middle School 

On February 4th and February 6th, eighth grade students  in Mrs. Porter’s 
classes performed in TV shows in Spanish.  They spent two weeks 
working in groups of one to six students writing the scripts for their 
shows, and two weeks rehearsing their parts. 

On the day of the performance, students dressed in costumes, brought 
in props and played the theme music to their shows.  All of the shows 
were video-taped, and Mrs. Porter made up a TV guide in Spanish for 
her classes featuring each of the shows and the character that each 
student portrayed.  Some of the shows performed were:  American Idol 
2, Survivor Turkey, Saved by the Bell, ER, Seinfeld, News 12, Saturday 
Night Live, Teacher Jeopardy, and Weekend Update, TV Cribs, Sports 
Central, That 70’s Show, The Simpson’s, and several cooking shows. 

All of the students did an outstanding presentation and they enjoyed 
watching their classmates perform.  This was an excellent activity for the 
students to practice their listening comprehension, speaking, reading, 
and writing skills in Spanish. 

7th and 8th Grade Electronic Music Classes 

Jon Doyle’s 7th and 8th grade electronic music classes have been 
composing rock songs.  The students started by learning how to 
compose simple melodies by making patterns in a computer game.  
Then they learned the fundamentals of recording using a computer and 
keyboard, and then advanced to learn how to use music notations 
software.  Each song consists of a melody, chords played by guitar or 
keyboard, a bass line, and a drum beat.  All of the students are having a 
great time with the assignment, and writing some very interesting songs 
in the process. 

Random Acts of Kindness Week 

Valentine’s week was “Random Acts of Kindness” week in Mrs. 
Beovich’s Home & Careers classes.   Students were seen doing random 
acts of kindness for each other and family members as well.  All 
students learned from the experience.  Ashley Bressingham said, “It felt 
good to be nice to others for no special reason, and expecting nothing in 
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return.”  Many students chipped in to give Valentine’s candy, flowers, 
and warm cookies to one of their favorite substitutes, Mrs. McPhee, who 
was thrilled with all the attention.  Many said they would continue 
“random acts of kindness” just because it was fun. 

Speaker in Home and Careers 

Students in Mrs. Beovich’s Home and Careers classes were visited by 
an interesting speaker, Mr. Volpe, parent of student Kevin Volpe.  Mr. 
Volpe works for Skyjet, a company that owns small jets which are used 
privately.  He explained his career, and advantages of working from 
home, as well as describing the various types of planes and famous 
people his company has flown.  He left everyone with a Skyjet pen and 
a desire to be able to hire one of his planes!  The classes look forward 
to a visit by Sean Walsh, student Kelly Walsh’s brother.  Sean will be 
discussing his career as a New York City Policeman. 

Cultural Diversity 

In keeping with the theme of Cultural Diversity, the 6th grade cluster of 
Ms. Lee, Ms. Corcoran, Ms. Orrego, Ms. Tersigni, and Ms. Boyle  
studied Chinese culture.  The students spent an entire day celebrating 
Chinese New Year’s Eve.  Within the math class, the students read, 
wrote and used Chinese numerals to complete equations.  Mr. Victor 
Lee spoke to the ELA classes about modern Chinese customs. The 
science and social studies classes examined how ancient customs 
continue to be present in Chinese festivals today.  This included 
researching ancient Chinese horoscopes and geographic features. 

As a culminating activity, Mr. Jimmy Ng, owner of The Orchid 
Restaurant, prepared an extraordinary traditional buffet with chopsticks 
for eating.   Gung Hay Fat Choy! 

Spanish Restaurant Skits at the Middle School 

On February 14th Seventh Grade students in Mrs. Porter’s class at 
Garden City Middle School performed in restaurant skits in Spanish.  
This activity was the culmination of their three week study of food in 
Spain, Mexico and other Spanish speaking countries. 
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Students worked in groups of three or more and pretended that they 
were in a Spanish or Mexican restaurant.  They spent one week writing 
the script for their skit and one week rehearsing their parts.  One student 
in the group played the part of the waiter or waitress and the other 
students were the customers.  The skit started with the customers 
seated and conversing with each other in Spanish about the weather, 
family, school, etc.  The waiter or waitress then came over to their table 
and asked them for their order.  Students ordered from the menu in 
Spanish and were later asked to make comments about the food.  At 
the end of the meal, the students had to pay for the meal in Spanish. 

On the day of the performance, the students brought in their own props 
and dressed up in funny clothes to make their restaurant skits different 
from the other students in the class.  Mrs. Porter used an evaluation 
rubric to grade the students on their use of class time for preparation, 
costumes, props, content of required elements, use of and correctness 
of Spanish, presentation and creativity.  All of the skits were videotaped. 

This was an excellent project for the students to practice their listening 
comprehension, speaking, reading and writing skills.  The students 
enjoyed performing in the restaurant skit and were very anxious to know 
what their next project will be.  Mrs. Porter tries to incorporate a 
speaking project into her curriculum each quarter so that the students 
can use their knowledge of Spanish in a real situation and enjoy their 
study of a foreign language.  

“Reflections” Winners List: 

MIDDLE SCHOOL WINNERS - SIGNS OF COURAGE 

Visual Arts 

• 1st Place: Melanie Wegener * 

• 2nd Place: Rob Johansen 

• 3rd Place: Marty Hagler 

Honorable Mentions:  James Melone 

     Matthew Boruch 
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     Jaclyn D’Aversa 

     Andrea Macancela 

 

Music 

• 1st Place Pam Wegener (Courage) * ** 

• 2nd Place Pam Wegener (Courage to Fly Free) * 

• 3rd Place Caitlin Crowley * 

Honorable Mentions:  Melanie Wegener 

     James Crafa 

Literature 

• 1st Place Elizabeth DeBold * 

• 2nd Place Pamela Wegener, Jeffrey LaRocca 

• 3rd Place John DiMino, Elizabeth Gurskis 

Honorable Mentions: Meredith Boonshaft Garrett Imbrenda 

    Sarah Masterson  Raymond Hugel 

    Jenna Amoroso  Emily Sciortino 

    Brittney Norton 

Photography 

• 1st Place Michael Ripp 

• 2nd Place Jeremy Snailer (Paul Revere, Patriot) 

• 3rd Place Jeremy Snailer (Garden City Fire Dept.) 

* Garden City District Finalist 

     ** Nassau County District Finalist 
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An Awesome Field Trip to Museum of Modern Art (MOMA) Queens 

Seventh Grade Art Classes at the Middle School recently visited the 
MOMA, Queens to see the Matisse-Picasso exhibit on February 28th 
and March 7th and it was a marvelous experience.  In the classroom, 
students completed two projects before the trip – a painting of a 
musician done in the style of Picasso’s CUBISM and a portrait in the 
FAUVIST spirit of Matisse.  Fauvism in French means “Wild Beast.”   

Matisse and Picasso were friends and rivals for almost fifty years.  They 
worked in open rivalry while competing for fame and fortune in the art 
world.  But despite their differences, they were, in Matisse’s words, 
“strangely in agreement.” The genius that set them apart also connected 
them and this is on what this exhibit focused. 

The exhibition at the MOMA is one of the most fascinating and creative 
artistic dialogues in the history of art.  Check out this stunning exhibit at 
MOMA, Queens which is running until May 19th and reserve your ticket 
through Ticketron.  A show like this won’t come along again any time 
soon.  Just ask any of the 7th grade art students in Mrs. Kastner’s and 
Mrs. deLaricheliere’s classes! 

 

 

Rugrats Visit the Middle School 

Barry Goldberg, book illustrator for Sesame Street and Rugrats 
children’s books, visited the middle school art classes.  Mr. Goldberg 
came as part of our school’s Arts-in-Education Program and it is a 
wonderful experience for the children to be exposed to the artist behind 
the characters that are so familiar to them.  Mr. Goldberg talked about 
how he became interested in a career in art and how much he loves 
what he does!  He encouraged all of them to go with their dreams and to 
work very hard at pursuing something that they love.  He showed the 
youngsters his original drawings and explained how computers have 
changed the coloring process.  He left the children with a Xerox copy of 
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his Rugrats characters and it was a very exciting workshop.  Thank you 
Barry Goldberg! 

Great Quote: 

A parent recently shared this poem with me and I felt it would make a 
fine ending to my newsletter: 

Watch your thoughts. 

They become words. 

Watch your words. 

They become your actions. 

Watch your actions. 

They become your habits. 

Watch your habits. 

They become your character. 

Watch your character. 

It becomes your destiny. 

                                                                  (unknown) 


